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The idealization of Gaius Marius’ public image and
its causes in the late Republican Rome

LIU Xiaoqing
(School of History and Culture, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China)

Abstract: As one of the most important statesmen in his time, Gaius Marius’ public image were highly
idealized in the late Republican Rome. In the collective memory of the society at that time, Marius, rather
than a complicated and multi-dimensional politician, was endowed with the hue of a great man and a perfect
man, considered as an excellent general, an outstanding leader of the people and a strong statesman. The
emergence of such a phenomenon resulted from both the social and memory factors. Firstly, people's
understanding of the past and the need of the times provided the fertile soil for idealizing Marius' public
image. Secondly, Marius' own world-renowned performances, timely death and his long-term opposition
with Sula were important factors. Finally, the rising of the democratization process in the late Republican
Rome served as the accelerator for Marius' public image to be idealized. And in this historical process, such
traits as selectivity, open nature and simplification of social memory, were all exerting their impacts from
behind, functioning as the cultural mechanism in elevating Marius' public image. The objective history,
practical need and social memory presented a complex and interactive relationship.

Key Words: Gaius Marius; public image; social memory; Republican Rome
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