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An analysis of Michelle Henry's phenomenology of life as
non-“Neo-Bergsonism”: A challenge to French scholar Jean Lacroix

JIANG Haiquan
(School of Marxism, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: French scholar Jean Lacroix describes Michelle Henry as “the new Bergson”, that is to say, he
considers Henry's phenomenology of life as a kind of neo-Bergsonianism. Superficially, Henry indeed
resembles Bergson. Firstly, Bergson is considered to be the representative of philosophy of life, and Henry
claims that his own philosophy is a phenomenology of life. The common concern about life lays the
foundation for communication and dialogue between them. Secondly, even from the starting points of their
thoughts, the two masters of life philosophy walk together unconsciously. Henry in The Essence of
Manifestation almost completely copies Bergson's critique at Fechner's psychophysics in Time and Free Will.
Nevertheless, Henry's phenomenology of life is an affective phenomenology, and Henry argues that affection
is actually the auto-affection in life, while Bergson's creative life is more like a biological concept of life.
From the perspective of academic path, there are huge differences in their starting points and purports. Based
on these differences between Henry's and Bergson's philosophical thoughts, Henry's phenomenology of life
cannot be regarded as a kind of neo-Bergsonism.

Key Words: phenomenology of life; élan vital; auto-affection; Bergson; Michelle Henry
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