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The imperial examination judgment style and
the style generation of case-solving novels in Ming Dynasty

SHI Chao
(Faculty of Arts, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: Influenced by the system of selecting scholars in the imperial examination, a homologous and
resonant relationship has been formed between the case-solving novels and the imperial examination
judgment style. From Tang to Ming, the evolution process of the imperial examination judgment style was
also the process from the origin to the establishment of the case-solving novels. The language style,
structural mode, legal concept and enlightenment tradition of the imperial examination judgment style were
all presented in the case-solving novels one by one. Finally, under the "spring breeze" of the Ming Dynasty
that the country increased the penalty and cracked down on crimes to maintain social stability for the
imperfect penalty system, the case-solving novels were in the ascendant, ending up in constructing unique
stylistic features, and officially became an important category of popular novels in the Ming Dynasty.

Key Words: imperial examination; judgment text; case-solving novels; stylistic features
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