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Recovering and returning to the original simplicity:
A discussion of the Chinese normal environmental history

ZHAO Jiuzhou
(School of History, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China)

Abstract: With regard to the status, environmental history involves two types of environment: the abnormal
and the normal. Most of the research on environmental history has been centered on the former, such as
environmental change, famine, plague, and so on. This has something to do with the amount of literature
available, historians' preferences, thinking inertia, etc. In fact, normal environment has the same critical
influence on human beings, hence worth exploring in depth. It is necessary for us to review environmental
problems from quasi-static perspective, to borrow from the thinking path of the subjects with more static
color, and to actively participate in the study of several specialized areas. The academic circle of the field
should make more efforts to study normal environment, which could not only broaden the field of
environmental history, but help us comprehensively understand the interaction between human and nature.

Key Words: environmental history; normal environment; abnormal environment; quasi-static perspective
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