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Environmental history: The ecological orientation of historical research
TENG Haijian
(School of Economics, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: The rise of environmental history takes ecological crisis as its background and ecology as its
theoretical basis. In present China's ecological though, there are three sources, including western ecology,
Marxist dialectic thoughts about the relation between man and nature, and Chinese ancient traditional
ecological thoughts. The ecological orientation of historical research is to introduce the concept and
consciousness, theory and method of ecology into historical research, to interpret human history with
concepts and discourse system of ecology, and on this basis, to form a historical view, epistemology and
methodology with ecological ideas as the intention, and an ecological thinking and ecological history view.
Environmental history should study human activities from the perspective of combining human biological
and social nature and accordingly build a framework system of discipline research. To think about and
evaluate human life activities with the concept of ecology, there come totally different standards.
Environmental history, taking life as the center, and life care as the main purpose and ultimate goal, can be
connected with ecological civilization. Therefore, the study of environmental history is of a strong practical
significance.

Key Words: environmental history; life community; ecological concept; ecological view of history
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