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Social engagement and aesthetic turn of
Chinese experimental art in the 1990s

HUANG Min
(School of Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The close interaction between Chinese experimental art and the society in the 1990s not only
directly shaped the external context and content of experimental art, but also profoundly impacted its internal
form mechanism. Rather than a simple imitation of western modern art such as pop art, ready-made art,
performance art and other artistic forms, Chinese experimental art, with its rebellion against realism, its
exploitation of existing objects, and its subversion of "objecthood", internalized the social and cultural
context in which the artists lived into a "local perspective" in telling "Chinese story" in different ways. Social
engagement also brought about a different appeal of aesthetic mechanism. Under the labels of "anti-art" and
"anti-aesthetics", experimental art represented different demands on the viewing ways, turning from the
traditional viewing in the way of monologue to inter-subjective scenario on the spot, from the self-sufficient
and pure visual feeling to an open and mixed experience. However, limited by the narrow social influence,
experimental art, with its pursuit for "presence" in viewing mechanism being essentially in the state of
absence, turned out to be a kind of "archival" viewing.

Key Words: experimental art; social engagement; aesthetic turn; presence
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Philosophical implication of the traditional view of culture and nature:
Culturereflection on the crisis of moder nity

HUA Jun
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Traditional idea of culture and nature is an important ideology by which ancient Chinese quest the
progressing rules of society, history and life to further explore the ideal state of existence. Continuity of the
course from the beginning to the end is its special property of thought, interaction of “Yin” and “Yang” is its
theoretical basis, and root-clinging and innovation tell its care for the reality. Traditional view of culture and
nature deeply involves the cultivation of individual life and realization of values, insistently reflects and
influences social reform and historical development. A profound interpretation of the metaphysical meaning
of traditional view of culture and nature helps to discover the idea trait and the theoretical basis of traditional
view of culture and nature, and to provide essential theoretical support for dissolving modernity crisis of
China.

Key Words: essence of culture and nature; the course from the beginning to the end; interaction of “Yin”

and “Yang”; root-seeking and innovation; crisis of modernity
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