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literature in rebuilding social relations in the era of

Socialist imagination in the post-revolutionary era:
Han Shaogong'swriting ideology and practice

YU Qingyao
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Since the Reform and Opening-up, the intellectual circles, after a brief “honeymoon period”,
stepped into the post-revolutionary era which was full of sound and fury. The contextual transformation in
this transitional period brought about an opportunity to revaluate the New Enlightenment and the Socialist
Revolution. When the extreme spread of personalized writing leads to emotional indifference, sterility of
thoughts and spirit becomes more and more striking, and the rejuvenation of socialist values in literature
such as collectiveness, fairness and justice, presents the meaning of “negation of negation” to some extent.
By looking back at the tradition of socialist revolution, and by observing the current society, Han Shaogong
constructs a reference system with openness and transitiveness. Through the holistic writing of the
revolutionary era and the market economy era, he attempts to stop thinking in an emotional and antagonistic
way, and to rediscover the socialist moral values of people principles, collectiveness, fairness and justice. His
socialist imagination and literary practice manifest a distinct heterogeneity in the socialist imagination of the
post-revolutionary era.

Key Words: Han Shaogong; post-revolutionary era; people principles; collectiveness; fairness and justice;
socialist imagination
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