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Theoretical distinction between
analytical Marxism and Karl Marx's nor mative equality

CHEN Quan, ZHONG Minghua
(School of Marxism, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: In exploring and interpreting Carl Marx's thoughts on justice, analytical Marxists attempt to
highlight the significance of his normative equality so as to show the transcendence of Marx's justice over
the theory of liberal justice. They argue that inequality is a major problem that has always existed in
capitalist society itself. To solve this problem and to criticize the logic of capital, we can neither continue
with the research method of the traditional Marxism nor look to the advent of socialism. Rather, it is
necessary to highlight the ethical normative connotations of equality in the light of the new changes in
contemporary capitalist society, starting from the amoral meaning of exploitation. Only in this way, can a
critique at capitalism be truly effective and manifest the spiritual essence of historical materialism. Such
understanding does highlight the discursive status of equality in Marx's political philosophy, but it results
from the normative interpretation of equality within the context a stripped-down historical materialism which
inevitably overlooks the practical and historical nature of equality. Therefore, clarifying and explaining the
theoretical distinction between analytical Marxism and Marx's equality can not only reveal the multiple
dimensions of Marx's thought on equality and highlight its holistic character, but also further deepen the
understanding of Marxist political philosophy and advance its theoretical development in the present era.
Key Words: analytical Marxism; Marx's thoughts on equality; normative of Marx's political philosophy;
equality; justice
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