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On the evolution of the legislative concept of the new Archives Law
from the per spective of national gover nance moder nization

XU Yongjun, XIONG Wenjing
(School of Information Resource Management, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The concept of legislation contains the value and function orientation of legislation, and will affect
the implementation effect of legislation. Inspected from the perspective of national governance
modernization, the revised new Archives Law can be found to have undergone changes in legislative
concepts, which is prominently manifested in five aspects: the unity of “administering archives by the law”
and “administering the country by the Constitution”; from “Archive Power” to “Archive Rights”; from
“Archival Legal System” to “Archival Law Governance ”; from “Administratively Leading” to “Multiple
Co-governance”; from “Laws to Follow” to “Good Law and Good Governance”. The new Archives Law will
provide important legal guarantees for the adjustment, governance, and coordination of archives affairs
related to all departments and units of the country. Its implementation can further enhance the national
responsibility of archival work and ensure that more effective archives services can be provided to promote
the modernization of national governance.

Key Words: national governance; legislative concept; archives law; archival rights; archival governance;
multiple governance
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