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On Wang Fuzhi'sthoughts and practice of inter preting classics

KANG Yu
(School of Marxism, Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: In the face of all kinds of malpractices in the development of classical hermeneutics in the Ming
Dynasty, Wang Fuzhi advocated that in interpreting classics, we should "combine the Han and Song
Dynasties" and highlight the "zhi" of the text. He integrates interpreting classics and constructing philosophy
into a whole, hence creating a unique set of ideas of interpreting classics, whose striking characteristics lie in
philosophical critical spirit, the emotional orientation of the home country, the spiritual will of the
personality, and the political ideal of rebuilding the order. Besides, Wang invents interpretative thinking of
"Two Ends Being Consistent", which expands the content system of ancient Chinese dialectics as well as
enriching the Confucian ideas of interpretation. In spite of some deficiencies, Wang's thoughts and practice
of interpreting classics open up a new "face" for the development of classical hermeneutics.
Key Words:. interpretation of classics; Wang Fuzhi; neo-Confucianism; interpretative thinking; Two Ends
Being Consistent; pair logic; ancient dialectics
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