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Comparison of Zhou Zuoren and Xia Zhiqing's thoughts of
"human literature"

LIU Chu, GAO Wengiang
(School of Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In 1918, Zhou Zuoren published his article "Human Literature". In 1976, Xia Zhiqing wrote his
article "Human Literature". Comparing their thoughts about "human literature", we can find that calling for
humanitarianism at the ideological level of literature is the biggest commonality of the two. However,
influenced by internal and external factors, their ideas exhibited great disparities: Zhou Zuoren focused on
advocating Chinese new literature, while Xia Zhiqing focused on inventing Chinese new literature tradition;
Zhou Zuoren focused on emphasizing human commonality, while Xia Zhiqing focused on local experiences;
Zhou Zuoren focused on publicity, while Xia Zhiqing focused on highlighting social responsibility. The
differences in the "human literature" of Zhou Zuoren and Xia Zhiqing have reflected the tremendous
historical changes in the understanding of "human" and "literature" under the influences of social and
political contexts.

Key Words: Zhou Zuoren; Xia Zhiqing; human literature
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