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To refute that “China is a sharp power”:
China’s soft power application and international image construction
from the perspective of culture diplomacy

YAN Xiaoxiao

(Research Institute of International Relations,
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China)

Abstract: That “China is a sharp power” reflects the western conservatives’ anxiety over the impact of
China’s rise on western dominant thoughts and cultures. Based on concept decomposition and case
comparison, this paper argues that it is a pseudo proposition that China is a sharp power. China’s culture
output by applying its economic soft power and cultural soft power should not be equated to sharp power
characterized by diffusion of false information. The best way to counter “sharp power” is improvement of
China’s oversea image, which not only depends on exploring soft power resource, but also on smartly
transmitting cultural soft power. It has become one of the important tasks for China's diplomacy to impose
soft power influence through humanity exchanges and culture diplomacy, but it must be clearly recognized
that there still are some problems for China to resolve in the field. First in policy making, the trait of cultural
dialogue should be highlighted. Second in skill applying, cultural soft power should be improved. This is a
long-term task for China’s diplomacy in the new era.

Key Words: culture diplomacy; national image construction; cultural soft power; sharp power

(4w MR



