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A study on the" middleincomeline" in rural China:
A case study of arural survey in Xiaochang County of Hubel

YANG Hua
(School of Sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: “Middle income line” in the countryside refers to the monetization of incomes required for farmer
families to complete labor force reproduction locally and live a generally and locally recognized decent life
under limited conditions of time and space. “Middle income line” provides a definite goal for farmer families
to strive for, and a benchmark and value standard to judge such families and their conditions of labor force.
Through field survey, the present study finds that given the feature of acquaintance society and community in
rural areas, most of farmers are unable to escape from the value rules and restrictions that “middle income
line” imposes on. Farmers need to refer to local "middle income line" to arrange their family labor forces and
operation activities, hence shaping rural governance and economic social phenomena with certain regularity,
including rural governance mode, inter-generation division of work, situation of agricultural production,
transfer of farmers and urbanization mode of farmers. Revolving around “middle income line”, a “spindle”
social structure dominated by middle income groups has been formed in rural areas, which constitutes the
social foundation to maintain stability and vitality of rural areas.

Key Words: rural areas; middle income group; middle income line; farmer differentiation; labor force;
urbanization

[R5 : MR



