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Holding in esteem for the style: Pursuit for theory on
criticizing parallel prosein the late Ming Dynasty

LI Jinsong
(College of Liberal Arts, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: There were many themes about criticizing parallel prose in the late Ming Dynasty, among which a
very important one lies in holding in esteem for parallel prose style. Reasons involve, of course, taking the
parallel prose an aesthetic object, but more a reaction against the tendency before that orthodox writers and
intellectuals despised parallel prose. In the late Ming Dynasty, critics of parallel prose, in the process of
holding in esteem for parallel prose style, defended the fairness of the existence of parallel prose, explored its
classic quality and elucidated its practical function, hence, to be more exact, essentially achieving their
purpose of holding in esteem for the style. And their esteem indicates extremely important value in theory
and significance in literary history, that is, promoting people's recognition of parallel prose, elevating literary
status of parallel prose, altering people’s literary concept of parallel prose, and pushing forward the
development of composing parallel prose.
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