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Politicsin social groups and politics with features of social groups:
On urban politicsin the late medieval England
from the politico-social perspective

LIU Tao
(School of History, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: The mingling of politics with society existed likewise in the social life and political activities in late medieval
English towns, which reminds researchers on English urban history that they should not neglect the other when
attending to one. Many-in-one feature of every English citizen's identity not only allowed other urban residents apart
from townspeople to gain access to politics in urban social life. Therefore, later generations, whether surveying urban
society in general sense or in narrow sense about politics, can always find some distinctive political overtones in late
medieval English urban social life. On the other hand, the feature also rendered late medieval English urban cities
manifest relatively obvious touch of "social groups" in dealing with both domestic and foreign affairs in politics. Hence,
it can be seen that in the late Middle Ages, English urban politics was a kind of politics that tended to be open to the
domestic, and had not yet entered the oligarchic stage.

Key Words: politico-social history; the late Middle Ages; England; urban politics; social groups
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