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Faust, modernity and hismoral dilemma

YANG Mingqiang

(Faculty of Philosophy, University of Gottingen, Gottingen 37073, Germany)

Abstract: Goethe’s play Faust is a classic reflection of modernity in early modern times, while the character Faust is a

typical modern man, whose actions both manifest the depth and extension of the realization of modern humanity, and

disclose disastrous consequences of such realization. Faust’s ambition, failure, subsequent consequences and final

redemption in his process of seeking self-realization involve not only moral judgment over his actions, but also value

evaluation at various levels of modernity. As for its multi-leveled modernity, Goethe holds an ambiguous attitude rather

than giving a specified answer.

Key Words. Faust; modernity; positive freedom; negative freedom; moral dilemma
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