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Demar cation between social and individual rights under the Chinese and
Western horizons. Based on the compar ative inter pretation of
Confucianism and Communitarianism

CAO Shengmin
(School of Marxism, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: In terms of the relationship between the community and the individual, Confucianism and
Communitarianism share many similarities, but there also exist differences between them. Among them, compared with
that in Communitarianism, the individual mentioned by Confucianism not only lacks the corresponding identity as right
subject, but also its conversion from subjectivity to intersubjectivity is one-way and irreversible. In addition, the family
and clan in the Chinese traditional society have their particularity, thus leading to its differences from the western
community. Moreover, Communitarianism and Confucianism have their own expositions and statements about the
relationship construction and respective strengths and weaknesses between country and individual. Essentially speaking,
these originate from differences in the understandings and definitions of group and sociality as well as individuality and
independence by Communitarianism and Confucianism. So, there will inevitably be nuances among them, and in
particular, the virtue that Confucianism advocates will be among the group. Of course, as an important local resource,
Confucianism plays its role and certain functions, which must be based on its own modern transformation. To this end,
necessary support provided by Communitarianism is needed.

Key Words: Communitarianism; Confucianism; rights; individual, community



