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The Four Bookstradition and education
in academies of the Song Dynasty

ZHU Hanmin
(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: In the history of Chinese culture, there arose a particular episode of the simultancous advent of
academies of the Song Dynasty and the flourishing of Neo-Ruist thought. The Neo-Ruists, taking the Four Books
as the canonical works upon which education in the academies was to be based, widely disseminated a Neo-Ruist
version of the Four Books tradition in the folk society at large, which in turn exerted a profound effect on the
scholar-official class, both inside and outside the imperial court. The Four Books tradition of the Song Ruists
established “studying to achieve sagehood” as the goal of education, and encouraged the scholar-officials to attain
noble and moral personality, which meant to enable them to take upon themselves the great political responsibility
of co-governing the whole and wide world. The Song Ruists, by exploiting education in academies based on the
Four Books, enhanced the pursuit of the scholar-officials as both political and cultural subjects, provided impetus
for the dissemination of Neo-Ruist teachings in folk society, and promoted the formation of the “thought
collective” among the scholar-officials.

Key words. Four Books tradition; academies; Neo-Ruism; education; thought collective
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