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Analysis of the literary form of Li Chih's Shuoshu

QU Yankui, REN Jingze
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710019, China)

Abstract: Shuoshu is one of the important works by Li Chih, a late Ming thinker. Some scholars think that the literary
form of Shuoshu is of eight-part-essay, and on this basis deduce Li Chih's attitude to the imperial examination. But the
description of Shuoshu in some of Li Chih's relevant references such as Fanshu shows that the literary form of Shuoshu
is not like eight-part-essay. The present essay, based on the description of Shuoshu in Li Chih's works, referring to his
theory of childlike heart-mind (Tongxin Shuo) and his experience of imperial examination as well as the mentality of
scholars in the late Ming Dynasty, and adhering to the literary style of the existing articles in Shuoshu, the classification
of academic works and comments by Gu Dashao and others, can safely conclude that the literary form of Shuoshu is
“shuoshu”. And Li Chih's Shuoshu should be named after its literary form. The analysis of the literary form of Shuoshu
is helpful to study Li Chih's attitude to the imperial examination, and then to study Li Chih's thoughts of Confucianism,
stylistics, mental philosophy and literature.

Key Words: Li Chih; Shuoshu; literary form; shuoshu; eight-part-essay
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