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The musical genealogy of Ci Fu: An analysis of
therelationship between the theory of linguistic rhythm and
Fu Xuein the Qi and Liang Dynasties

LIU Xiang
(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: The general pursuit of the musical beauty of the language in aristocratic conversation and Buddhist activities
forms the backdrop of the theory of Linguistic Rhythm in the Qi and Liang Dynasties. As far as the intrinsic of literature
is concerned, Ci Fu effectively promotes the development of the theory of Linguistic Rhythm because of its unique
position in the context of literature development from words to texts, from Mou Pia n(# 5 )to Lian Zi (£5F), and from
San(#%) to Pian(%f). Fu Xue has become an important discourse resource for the debate on the rhythm: Fu Xue not only
covers the argument of the natural and artificial rhythm and the evolution of Ci Fu, but also the controversy of the Gu
Fu and the Lv Fu in later dynasties. At the same time, the theory of Linguistic Rhythm has in turn influenced the
formation of Shen Yue and Yu Xin, as well as other Fu Jia in the Qi and Liang Dynasties. Shen Yue and Wang Yun's
discussion of Jiaoju Fu offers an important evidence by which the next generation inherits the theory of Linguistic
Rhythm from the previous generation. Qi Liang's theory of Linguistic Rhythm has also become a key link in the
construction of the music pedigree system of Ci Fu, due to its role in the establishment of the Lv Fu's writing
specification.

Key Words: the theory of Linguistic Rhythm; Fu Xue; Shen Yue; Jiaoju Fu; Yu Xin
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