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Eagleton'sreexamination of " what literatureis":
From Literature Theory: An Introduction to The Event of Literature

HU Junfei

(School of Literature, Yangtze Normal University, Chongqing 408100, China;
School of Literature & Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610044, China)

Abstract: Eagleton's The Event of Literature adjusts cognitive way about "what literature is" in Literature Theory: An
Introduction, and develops the view mentioned in the latter but unfolded. Literature Theory: An Introduction
deconstructs the various definitions of literature, considers literature as a category without any essential reference. The
Event of Literature reflects on the limitations of defining "literature" from the path of realism and nominalism, and
points out that the inability to define literature once and for all does not mean that the essence of literature is entirely
subjective, random, arbitrary, or mysterious. Eagleton starts from the functional and institutional aspects of literature,
and defines literature as a strategic moral practice. Critical theory needs to peek and crack the hidden moral value of
literary fictional grammar.

Key Words: Eagleton; "what is literature"; moral value



