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Will household heterogeneity affect the effectiveness of
green informal institutions: Evidence from
799 farming households in Hubei Province

LI Fenni'?, ZHANG Junbiao'?, HE Ke'?, LUO Sixuan'*?

(1. College of Economics & Management, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China;
2. Hubei Rural Development Research Center, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: Using 799 farmers’ data in Hubei Province, this study used Ordered Probit Model to analyze the impact of
household heterogeneity on the effectiveness of green informal institutions. The results show that at present, the
effectiveness of green informal institutions is not ideal with still room for further improvement, that the household
heterogeneity is the micro reason for the difference in the effectiveness of green informal institutions as the smaller
economic heterogeneity and social heterogeneity are, the more effective green informal institutions are in guiding
farmers to participate in green production behavior, that there is still a certain interaction between the economic
heterogeneity and social heterogeneity, and that social heterogeneity will aggravate the negative impact of economic
heterogeneity on the effectiveness of green informal institutions. Based on this, in order to improve the effectiveness of
informal institutions and the performance of rural governance, it is necessary to grasp the characteristics of household
heterogeneity, give due consideration to decreasing the economic heterogeneity and social heterogeneity of peasant
households.

Key Words: green informal institutions; the effectiveness of institutions; green production behavior; household
heterogeneity
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