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On Aristotle's actualization of practical intellect and its foundation

JIANG Wei
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Aristotle thought that the virtue of practical intellect is practical wisdom (ppovnots). It not only depends on
Nous and but also must be combined with ethical virtues. However, ethical virtues and practical wisdom are just
inseparably and distinctly combined. In other words, practical intellect is not the absolute basis of moral behavior, but
only the necessary condition. For Aristotle, the actualization (epyov) or function of practical intellect is to obtain the
truth in agreement with right desire (which specifically means the will) - this is the task of deliberation or choice, but
whether or not the will itself as the basis of choice is correct is determined by ethical virtues, although the ethical
virtues in the strict sense depend on the virtue of practical intellect (i.e., ppovnois) which determines whether or not the
choice is good. Therefore, Aristotle's concept of will/ willingness is the foundation or basis of his actualization of
practical intellect, and its uniqueness ultimately leads to the fundamental difference between Aristotle's and Kant's
understanding of practical intellect or reason.

Key Words: practical intellect; Aristotle; actualization; foundation; will
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