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Justice as deserved, alienated labor and transcendental justice:
On the criticism and transcendence of
the idea of justice as labor deserved in young Marx

LI Yonggang
(School of Marxism, Yangtze University, Jingzhou 434023, China)

Abstract: In the west, the dominant idea of justice is justice as deserved, and the basis for judging whether it deserves
or not has undergone a change from “virtue” to “labor”. In modern times, Locke, Adam Smith and Hegel demonstrated
the legitimacy of justice as labor deserved and the principle of right based on their respective theoretical premises, thus
demonstrating the justice of capitalism. With alienated labor as the starting point, young Marx analyzed the non-human
existence of humans caused by the alienation of labor under capitalist private ownership. Humans, having lost the
essence of being their species, are alienated into slaves of capital, thus demonstrating the injustice of the justice as labor
deserved. In order to achieve true justice, we must eliminate private ownership, sublate alienated labor, achieve “human
emancipation” and establish the communist society. The idea of justice corresponding to this society, in which human
nature is restored and productive force is highly developed, is the principle of need. It is the transcendental justice that
transcends completely the justice as labor deserved.

Key Words: justice; justice as labor deserved; alienated labor; human emancipation; the principle of need

[4%E: #AS¢LE)



