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“Criticism hidden in classification”:
A new perspective in the acceptance history of Shishuo Xinyu

LIN Ying
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Shishuo Xinyu first created the paradigm that classification system is endowed with value judgment. Its
category setting and entries attribution imply the editor's attention, emphasis and critical points of view, that is, the
so-called phenomenon of “Criticism Hidden in Classification.” Under this new perspective, the reception history of
Shishuo Xinyu was in three manifestations. One was that critics of various generations debated over its classification so
that there appeared a critical tradition which belonged exclusively to Shishuo Xinyu. Moreover, due to the trend in
compilation of featured fiction during mid and late Ming, the entries of Shishuo kept being adopted into various books,
facing a new round of redefinition and transformation by many compilers. The third aspect refers to the benchmark
effect of the pioneering paradigm, “Criticism Hidden in Classification”. It should be noticed that it was the unavoidably
divided opinions that have profoundly made the paradigm an open and growing critical framework, which is a
remarkable contribution of the classification system of Shishuo Xinyu.

Key Words: Shishuo Xinyu; classification; acceptance history; commentary; “Criticism Hidden in Classification”
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