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Acceptance of articles on Shiji into anthology and
the meaning of the study on its stylistics

WANG Wenwen, JIANG Lvjia
(School of Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract: With the increasing discussion of the relation between literature and moral as well as the improvement of the
status of ancient prose, article study had been prevalent since the Southern Song Dynasty and Shiji had begun to be
accepted into anthology of articles. By selecting, excerpting or reconstructing articles on SAiji so that they can manifest
themselves in new article form, the whole process of accepting Shiji into anthology is entrusted with the deeper
conceptions of article study of various compilers at different periods. Combining literature and moral in Shiji, its writing
techniques and intrinsic guidelines for writing historical annals, are all important acceptance dimensions of accepting
Shiji into anthology. By classifying and cataloging of the article style, the compilers stressed the groundbreaking and
demonstrative significance of such styles as biography (Zhuanzhuang), the argumentation (Lunzan) and the pedigree
chart (Shibiao). They specifically centered around the original version and variation of a specific article to embody
certain concepts of styles, reflect some relevant ecological surrounding of literature. Articles on Shiji’s were accepted
into anthology and its multidimensional understanding, turned out to be important drive force for Shiji to be a literature
classic.

Key Words: Shiji; article anthology; editing form; the acceptance of articles; the meaning of stylistics
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