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Mao Zedong’s cognition of socialism before the foundation of the People’s
Republic of China and its contemporary value

WANG Keyuan
(Department of Politics, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: MAO Zedong's understanding of socialism before the foundation of the People’s Republic of China included
three aspects. First, Mao emphasized the superiority of socialism, including that true socialism was beneficial to the
working class, to the solution of China's social and political problems, and to the liberation of the Chinese people.
Second, Mao described the characteristics of socialist society, including in the economic field where socialist society
will adopt public ownership, but still distributed according to work performance, then in politics where democracy will
be different, and in the social sphere where socialism will promote the emancipation of the individual. Third, he
discussed the inevitability and possibility of realizing the future of socialism in China, including that China is bound to
embark on socialism, that China must go through the stage of democracy and that the communist party of China should
devote herself to the transformation from democracy to socialism. A deep understanding of Mao Zedong's cognition of
socialism before the foundation of People’s Republic of China is conducive to our firm determination of the path of
socialism with Chinese characteristics, to our adherence to the basic theories of the primary stage of socialism, and to
our formulation and implementation of correct political lines, principles and policies.
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