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The relationship between the discovery of the ancient Chinese four tones
and folk singers: Also complementing the irrelevance
of the translating reading of Buddhist sutras to the four tones

JU Wenhao
(Department of Chinese, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The translating reading of Buddhist sutras had no direct impact on the discovery of the Chinese four
tones. The three Vedic sounds were intonations of reading, not the tones of language. Its nature was completely
different from the Chinese four tones, and the classification principles of them were not the same either. The
division of the Chinese four tones cannot be based on the three Vedic sounds. The four tones were discovered by
the folk singers before Qi-Liang period. The singers marked the melody of the Chinese characters in the music
score, which was of great significance to the discovery of the four tones. Zhou Yong was the first literati who used
four tones to divide systematically the rhyme of Chinese characters, but he was not the discoverer of the four
tones.

Key Words: the Chinese four tones; the three Vedic sounds; folk singers; music score of Han-Jin period; Zhou Yong
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