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Ran Zhi Yu Yun and female Ci criticism in the Republic of China
XI Ting
(College of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The evaluation of female Ci in Qing dynasty in Zhexi and Changzhou basically formed two opinions: ‘clear
and elegant’ and ‘sad but implicit’. RanZhiYuYun included both. Published in such periodicals as Novels Monthly and
Magazine for Women, this book shouldered the responsibilities of inheriting traditional literature and culture, respecting
female Ci and intending to reconstruct female virtues. The modern criticism of female Ci not only inherited the basic
theory of classical Ci, but also eliminated the chronic maladies of moral evaluation and evolved toward the direction of
pure literature research. In the process of the transition from the traditional to the modern criticism of female Ci,
RanZhiYuYun functioned as a bridge between the past and the future.
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