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Adaptation, intensification and adjustment
in the development of basic social contradictions in Chinese society

WANG Xiangqing, YANG Zhenzhen

(School of Marxism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China;
Biquan Academy, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: After the establishment of the socialist system, the development of the two basic social contradictions of
productivity, production relations, economic base and superstructure presents a process from mutual adaptation to
incompatibility to self-adjustment and adaptation. The mutual adaptation between the opposites of the basic social
contradictions of our country is reflected in that socialist public ownership of production relations ensures the status of
workers and farmers as masters, improves production conditions in many ways, provides capital accumulation and raw
materials for national industrialization construction, and promotes the development of productive forces. The
inadaptability of the opposites of the basic contradictions of our society can be seen in that collective ownership of the
means of production is mistaken as collective unified operation and production, which hardly meets workers’
requirements of individual freedom and individual development, superstructure’s maintenance of a single public
ownership economic base, administrative intervention accompanied by planned economy, and expansion and
fragmentation of government institutions. The self-commissioning of the basic contradictions of socialism is reflected in
the two stages of bottom-up individual adjustment and top-down comprehensive adjustment. The adjustment of the
basic contradictions of society has promoted the transformation of the main contradictions in our society and promoted
the society of our country to enter a new era.

Key Words: social basic contradiction; productivity and production relations; economic foundation and superstructure;
planned economy; market economy
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