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Has the “Internet+” promoted the quality of
China's manufacturing industry?
——Empirical evidences at China's provincial level

LI Lin, ZHOU Yicheng
(School of Economics and Trade, Hunan University, Changsha 410079, China)

Abstract: Whether “Internet+” can significantly promote the high-quality development of manufacturing industry is an
important entry point and foothold to understand the “Internet+” strategy. Based on the Chinese provincial panel data
from 2002 to 2016 and on the systematic analysis of the influence mechanism of “Internet+” on the development
quality of China's manufacturing industry, this paper empirically tested the influence of “Internet+” on the development
quality of China's manufacturing industry by using projection pursuit method, OLS method, instrumental variable
method and other methods. The results show that “Internet+” can significantly improve the development quality of
China's manufacturing industry, which is a very stable conclusion. The influence of “Internet+” on the development
quality of China's manufacturing industry has obvious regional heterogeneity, and the effect of “Internet+” on the
improvement of the development quality of manufacturing industry in central and western regions of China is more
obvious. Further research on the samples of the Yangtze River Economic Belt shows that compared with other regions,
“Internet+” is an important support for the development quality of the manufacturing industry in the Yangtze River
Economic Belt.

Key Words: internet+; the quality of manufacturing industry; regional heterogeneity; Yangtze River Economic Belt
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