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Integrity cooperation: A new horizon of cross-region ecological and
environmental disputes settlement

XIAO Ai
(School of Law, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: According to the interest subjects and their relations, trans-administrative ecological and environmental
disputes can be divided into four types: inter-governmental disputes, disputes between production operators and the
public, disputes among production operators, and disputes between governments and production operators and the
public. The current representative ways to resolve disputes can be summarized as private relief, negotiation &
coordination mechanism, litigation settlement, and other non-litigation settlement measures, such as environmental
petition, mediation, arbitration and interview. However, private relief lacks legal normativity. The inter-governmental
"negotiation & coordination mechanism" has weak procedure and uncertainty of effectiveness. The system of judicial
settlement is not perfect with the cost being high and hysteretic. Pluralistic dispute settlement measures lack cohesion
and coordination. " Therefore, we should take the integrity and cooperation of ecological governance as the logical
starting point and the basic concept, and, in a systematic method with an integral vision and systems thinking, from an
overall understanding, based on collaborative optimization measures to resolve disputes, form a regional environmental
disputes settlement system of "joint prevention and control, non-litigation solution, and judicial authority to judge,"
hence realizing the systematization and ecologization of the environmental dispute settlement mechanism.

Key Words: cross-region; ecological and environmental disputes; integrity cooperative; dispute resolution mechanism
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