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The research on copyright protection of
compiled Chinese ancient books

ZHOU Gangzhi, WANG Xingxing
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410012, China)

Abstract: The 41st Article of Public Library Law entitles libraries to exploit and explore ancient books. However, in
academic theories and judicial practices, it arouses huge controversies over the protection of property rights on the
compiled ancient books, which makes it hard to make use of the outcomes in compiling ancient references in inheriting
and developing traditional Chinese culture. At the present, China will stipulate its Regulations for the Protection of
Ancient Books. Nevertheless, Regulations ignores the development and exploitation of classics, which can even be seen
from the name of the book itself. Therefore, we suggest that a better name can be Regulations for Protection and
Exploitation of Classic Books, that the Ministry of Culture and Tourism should stipulate some policies such as
Guideline on the Protection and Exploitation of Classic Books to provide certain guidance to public libraries so that the
libraries can observe the principle of originality to advance the filing, publication and research of classic books to
inherit and develop Chinese traditional culture.
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