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The debate over the theoretical nature of
Das Kapital: Also in response to Dr. Qu Da

GAO Chao
(Department of Philosophy, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: The debate over the theoretical nature of Das Kapital was born in the attack and defense of the book. It is not
only an academic problem about how to read Marxist classics, but also a path problem about how to develop Marxist
career. The debate is mainly related to two aspects. As far as the research object is concerned, the transcendence of one
doctrine over the others is premised on the fact that the two have a common research object. If the object of Das Kapital
is different from that of classical economics, then there is no transcendence of classical economics. In terms of research
method, the history of scientific progress is the process of its research from speculation to scientific research. There is
no historical evidence that philosophical speculation is superior to scientific research. The "philosophical interpretation”
of Das Kapital in the final analysis advocates that Das Kapital is the result of philosophical speculation in the field of
philosophy. This interpretation not only violates facts and logic, but even corroborates the bourgeois philosophers'
criticism of Das Kapital. Marxist philosophy should provide scientific philosophical theoretical support for defending
the scientific value of Das Kapital.

Key Words: Das Kapital; theoretical nature; research object; research method
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