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No entity without identity? Strawson’s response to Quine

ZENG Ziwei
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Quine takes identity as extensional relations between different names of the same object, stresses its
functions as inductive basis to particulars and exclusive groundings for the general, and proposes the slogan “no entity
without identity”. Strawson sets his basis on the linguistic practice of empirical identification, challenges the concept of
“criterion of identity” regarding its validity, objectivity and strictness, and proposes a relative identity doctrine focus on
“principle of identity” and “non-identity of discernible”. This paper will sketch their positions and end with discussions
on the ontological values of relative identity by combining the discussions with Individuals.
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