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A new interpretation of Qi Huan-gong’s hegemony establishment:
Centering on the legitimacy construction of his authority identity

XIONG Yong
(School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: When Qi Huan-gong first established hegemony, he succeeded in saving the royal family and the vassal
states in the midst of internal military chaos and external threat of the barbarians. "Zunwangrangyi" (% £ %)
therefore became the mainstream view in explaining the formation of political hegemony in the Spring and Autumn
Periods since then. But its connotation is the construction of the legitimate authority identity of hegemonists. In fact, Qi
had a sophisticated geo-strategic deployment during the initial hegemony period. The purpose is to re-constitute the
authority system of the Zhou in the eastern region after defeating Lu. Thus the Eastern Power Group was formed.
During the period of expulsion of the barbarians, the aim of the Northern Expedition was not only to solve the threat of
the barbarians to the countries of the Central Plains, but more importantly to seek the legitimacy for the development of
hegemony. Qi Huan-gong intended to accept the political and cultural identity of the king. The legitimacy of the
authority of Duke Huan of Qi mainly comes from the cultural integration of the clans in the Central Plains and its
erosion of the authority of the royal family of Zhou. This is of great significance for us to re-understand the political
hegemony in the Spring and Autumn Periods.

Key Words: Zunwangrangyi; defeating Lu; authority system; hegemony expansion; political and cultural identity
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