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Literary features of the genre of novels in Anthology of Four Treasures
under the perspective of traditional bibliography

WEN Qingxin
(College of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: Under the dual constraints of the requirements of the political system in the Qing Dynasty and the knowledge
structure of traditional bibliography, the criteria for defining the connotation of the genre of novels are stated in
Anthology of Four Treasures as including state religion as the kernel, the content not being trivial and filthy, the
narrative embracing gods and spirits, and the classification features of paralleling and annotating. Besides, it was also
constrained by the traditional bibliographic classification criteria. These practices were a definitive or general statement
rather than a restrictive one, which resulted in that later scholars deviated from the narrative context of Anthology of
Four Treasures and undertook some transitional interpretations instead.

Key Words: Anthology of Four Treasures; traditional bibliography; the genre of novels; classification of novelists;
genre
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