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Criticism at historical agent under the perspective of western Marxism
LI Gaorong
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Orthodox Marxism defines proletariat as a historical agent from the two levels of economic base and class
consciousness. Following the development of history and the changes in the structure of class, western Marxism
advances the research on the historical agent along these two levels respectively. According the principle of unification
of theory and practice, these two levels correspond to practical agent and theoretical agent respectively. On the practical
agent, western Marxism shows the trend of much more multiplicity on the question of historical agent. Some theorists
insist on the traditional revolutionary agent, that is, working class, others extend and supplement it, for example, with
the new working class, and still others even deviate from it, such as, by abolishing working class. On the theoretical
agent, they retreat from the practical and political agent and release a lot of space for the research on the ideological and
theoretical one, which is mainly embodied in the discussion of humanistic Marxism and French Marxism. On the one
hand, they get a lot of profound theoretical insights; on the other, they make the agent metaphysical as well. Western
Marxism devotes itself to talking about the abstract class nature of human beings, but forgets the practical and concrete
individual. They cannot find the specific strategies to get rid of the widespread alienation in practice, which is the
biggest overall dilemma for the whole western leftists and the most serious disadvantage for our research on all kinds of
branches of Western Marxism.

Key Words: practical agent; working class; new working class; theoretical agent
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