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The existence conditions of power signs:
The understanding difference between symbolic exchange theory and
general presentation theory

LIU Linda
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Symbolic exchange theory is an important theory of Baudrillard's semiotics and a well-known political and
philosophical dimension of power interpretation of Western Marxism. But there are two fatal explanatory vacancies in
the theory of symbolic exchange: What is the cause of life and death adventure? And what is the change of symbols
generated by the community? In the absence of such an explanation, it seems that life-and-death adventure and "gift"
thinking are both natural mechanisms. However, when examining its theoretical sources, Moss describes the "gift"
mechanism precisely in that there is an explanation about life-and-death adventure and the evolution of symbols of
community formation. Moreover, Moss's description is in good agreement with the traditional Marxist theory on the
dialectical relationship between economic foundation and superstructure. Therefore, reconsidering the differences of
understanding of power between Moss and Baudrillard is an important link in reconstructing the theory and enhancing
the explanatory power of this dimension.

Key Words: power; symbolic exchange; gift; Moss; Baudrillard
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