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A brief study on narrative prose of Ci subject in the Song Dynasty
DAI Lu
(Institute of Chinese Vernacular Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: The narrative prose of Ci subject in the Song Dynasty is a unique type of article with canonical value in
writing art, which is based on the examination norm of Ci subject, centering on the institutional system of previous
dynasties and carrying the academic cultural tradition. The narrative prose of Ci subject is characterized by narration
and is divided into two forms of the present topic and the simulated topic. The narrative prose with present topic arose
in the context of exchanges between officials and the emperor, whose narrative strategy is to surmise the emperor's
intention and to warn the officials in power, hence finding justifiable proof for the political practice from the ancestors'
rules. The narrative prose with imitated topic examines to know if men of letters could investigate, memorize and
describe the historical allusions before the Song Dynasty, which thus contains the value of cultural inheritance with
profound and elegant cultural connotations as well as rich and strict literary characteristics.
Key Words: The Song Dynasty; Ci subject; the narrative prose; the present topic; the imitated topic
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