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Analysis of the level validity of network public opinion
in the perspective of the public sphere

QIU Yu
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In the traditional media age, the public sphere faded and the fate of it in the cyberspace becomes a major
issue in academic frontier. The issue of network public opinion tends to be handled homogeneously and the government
tends to interpret and respond to it uniformly, which results in the existing research pattern of the issue which otherwise
should have been addressed to differently. In order to clarify the problem and to deepen our recognition of issues in the
public sphere of the cyberspace, we can divide network public opinion into factual issues and value issues, and divide
the government's responses or network opinions which influence the government into two levels of the central and the
local. Findings show that netizens' good exchanges and performances in factual issues contrast sharply with their group
polarization in value issues. And by establishing the two-dimensional coordinate systems between homogeneous net
opinion issues and the government's responses of different levels, it is also found that the different action logics of the
central government and local government show different responses to different network public opinions of different
nature and scope.

Key Words: public sphere; network public opinion; value issue; factual issue; validity analysis
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