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On the role of religion in public justification:
Gerald Gaus’ revision to Rawls'

XIA Qingbo
(School of Marxism, Anhui University of Technology, Maanshan 243002, China)

Abstract: Facing the theological-political problem of the role that religion plays in public justification, Rawls hopes
that his plan of “liberal consensus” and “religious tolerance” can achieve “stability for the right reasons” in modern
pluralistic societies. However, theorists who are sympathetic of religions put forward the criticisms that deserve to be
taken seriously. Gaus agrees with Rawls” ambition of public justification, but he is not satisfied with Rawls’ scheme. He
sympathizes with the theorists’ criticism but doesn’t support some of their extreme claims. Gaus attempts to develop a
conception of convergence to respond to the religious criticism at Rawls. However, there are also many difficulties in
Gaus' scheme. In a word, As to the two schemes of public justification, we can hold a more modern spirit of pluralism.
That is to say, whether it is Rawls' scheme which puts more emphasis on common sense or Gaus' which pays more
respect to pluralism, both are indispensible and “reasonable” members of the liberalism family of public justification,
making complementary contributions to realizing freedom and equality, pluralism and stability of the modern society.

Key words: Rawls; Gerald Gaus; religion; public justification
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