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The literature ecology of eight banners in
Hangzhou garrison in the Qing Dynasty

CAO Yizhen

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shaoxing University, Shaoxing 312000, China)

Abstract: In the Qing Dynasty, eight banners in Hangzhou garrison was a special literary group with unique features of
not only the times, but also the region and the nation. The eight banners, consisting mainly of Manchu and Mongolian
ethnics, originally meant to suppress Zhejiang, but turned out to be a military camp featuring prosperity in literary style
after staying in Hangzhou for generations. The evolvement of its literature ecology was deeply influenced by regional
culture and national policy, reflecting the collision, communication and integration between eight banners culture and
local culture in Hangzhou. Hangzhou Banner Camp was close to the West Lake, whose cultural and geographical
environment was advantageous. After experiencing a transformation from conqueror to settler, the eight banners
acquired a more and more intense sense of identity and belonging. In the reign of Emperor Jiaqing, the reform for the
banners in the imperial examination system promoted the development of their culture and education, stimulated their
interest in learning Chinese, and functioned as guide and impetus for the development of their literature. In the mid and
late periods of their garrison, the extensive communications between the banners and Han scholars promoted mutual
exchange in literature with camaraderie as their important emotional bond. As Hangzhou Banner Camp was a relatively
independent cultural space, its literary inheritance and mutual assistance based on kinship and marriage as well as
teachers and students, also pushed the prosperity of literature

Key Words: the eight banners in garrison; the literature ecology; Hangzhou; nation; the imperial examinations
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