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Marketization, social network and general trust
HAN Yanchao
(Department of Sociology, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Previous studies have found that social networks are conducive to the formation of trust among individuals
within the network, but hinder the trust of others outside the network. Different from this, this essay, by employing the
two databases of CGSS2012 and Chinese provincial marketization index, and by analyzing binary logistic regression
and multilevel regression, finds that social network can enhance general trust for individuals, which is particularly
remarkable in areas with a lower degree of marketization. The reasons for such differences lie in that social network, as
a kind of social capital, is an important channel for the individuals to acquire social resources, and that more social
resources can entitle the individuals stronger ability to deal with risks so as to promote the development of general trust.
However with the development of the market, the effect of the social network will be weakened. At the same time, in
China, only strong relations in social network can constitute social capital to promote the development of individual
general trust.

Key Words: marketization; social network; general trust
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