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Guo Xiang’s theory of “Mingjiao” and “Ziran”:
Also refuting a universal misconception of
Guo Xiang’s metaphysics in academia

WANG Shaojun
(College of Humanities & Communication, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract: For long, there has been a universal misunderstanding in academia that Guo Xiang wants to prove that
Mingjiao (% %)) is just Ziran (H#R). Nevertheless, the fact is that Guo often starts with such a pair of concepts as
“Suoyiji (T LAZF)” and “Ji (#F)” to criticize and to oppose their didactic tradition of rectifying and imitating. Guo puts
into practice the notion of “Liangxing (F1T),” believing that Renyi can have its own existential space, but should never
turn into a template for molding others. When Wei-Jin metaphysicians say that Mingjiao originates and comes from
Ziran, they are not trying to prove that Mingjiao is reasonable, but stressing at the level of “oughtness” that only
Mingjiao that is based on or stems from Ziran can exist, otherwise it must be banished. Guo Xiang only says that
Mingjiao can exist. He has never urged people to stick to it. Instead, he rejects the practice of constraining the society
by Mingjiao. As far as Taoists are concerned, Tao is enough, and Mingjiao is completely unnecessary. The notion
prevailing in academia that Wei-Jin metaphysics blends Taoism with Confucianism is presumably only a
pseudo-problem.
Key Words: Guo Xiang’s metaphysics; “Suoyiji”; “Ji”’; Mingjiao; Ziran
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