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Does pragmatism originate from a misunder standing?
Historical investigation into the emergence and
intrinsic pedigree of classical pragmatism

XU Tao, HU Caiyun
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The metaphysical club established by Peirce and others is a direct source of pragmatism, and its members
have contributed to the emergence of pragmatism. Peirce is influenced by scholastic realism and accurate experimental
science, which renders pragmatism its own characteristics. With the promotion and application of pragmatical principle
by James, there is a disagreement and controversy between them over the real intention of pragmatism. Dewey
integrated the ideas of Peirce and James, and finally built a comprehensive system of pragmatism. It is fully
demonstrated that the emergence and development of pragmatism have an inherent genealogy.

Key words: pragmatism; Peirce; James; Dewey
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