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Prerogative for the establishment of monarchy: Historical evolution
of Forest System in England from Norman Conquest to Henry ||

WANG Dong

(School of Law, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Monarchy is a traditional concept and a part of private interests apart from its publicity. Forest System, as the

typical monarchy of England in the Middle Ages, encountered numerous criticisms since its establishment, and was

considered as a symptom of Norman monarchy. This view, firmly held by the Oxford School, exerted far-reaching

influence. But essentially, the establishment of the Forest was closely related with European tradition, which, as an

important political means in times of individual monarchy, not only highlighted monarchy, but also won over the

aristocracy to a certain degree. As monarchy progressed from individual monarchy to system monarchy, forest

monarchy also underwent transformation, and became a major source of fiscal revenues. The king is the representative

of the country and the source of public authority; without a powerful king, it would be hard to fulfill the political

designing of transcending feudal structure. Therefore, forest monarchy, a personal hobby of the king's superficially

though, is actually rich in historical roots and caters to the real needs, which, systemized gradually in development,

became the cornerstone of British monarchy of the Middle Ages.

Key Words:. prerogative; monarchy; forest; Forest Law; hunt

[4RiE: THE]



