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The voice of marginal people: female identity construction in
Daughter of the River and The Color Purple

YAO XI, XIANG Lianyuan
(Research Institute of Modern Chinese Poetry, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)
Abstract: Female identity construction has been the core of narration in Chinese and American feminist bildungsroman,
represented as the voice of marginal people in Hong Ying’s novel Daughter of The River and Walker’s The Color

Purple. Daughter of The River emphasizes the heroine’s painful experience in body, spirit, sexual desire, and emotion,
which corresponds with the dilemma in The Color Purple that shows black women are forbidden to express for
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themselves because of the pressure from gender, race, and class. Both novels construct marginal identity through
starvation narration, which is different from mere mimesis or presentation. Based on previous narration, the novels also
deconstruct old identities and create new cultural identities through female desire expression and individual pursuit of
eco-friendliness. In this way, the voice of marginal people is uttered. Nowadays when feminism is at its heyday, reading
the two novels from a comparative and parallel perspective will help understand the real need, the complicated
experience and self-identity of the women, especially the marginal women under particular circumstance.

Key Words: Daughter of The River; The Color Purple; desire; identity construction; feminist literature
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Capitalism in dilemma: Under the condition of
the double adaptations of owner ship system and staterole

DONG Shanmin
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083,China)

Abstract: Since the Industrial Revolution, Capitalism has alternately undergone two distinguished situations, namely
prosperity and depression, with Carl Marx’s critique accelerating the adaption of capitalism in itself. Capitalism in
history has gone through two important adaptations: one is adaptation of ownership, and the other that of state role. The
two adaptations have, to different degrees, activated the social creativity and balancing capacity, which supported the
theoretical turning from classical liberalism to neo-liberalism. The adaptations have achieved partial success, but left
unsolved such tough problems as externalization of cost, which resulted in huge crisis of debt, sharp social conflicts and
Right-wing Populism. The double adaptations of ownership system and state role are subjected to top-level design.
Therefore, it’s hard to tell whether it has been a failure or a success.

Key Words. owner-ship system; state role; adaptation; neo-liberalism; externalization of cost
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