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Double responses to the anxiety of social transformation in
R. S. Thomas's poetry

ZENG Kui
(School of International Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: One of the major sources of the anxiety in R. S. Thomas’s poetry is social transformation. By using the
anti-pastoral representation and envisioning the utopia of “Abercuawg”, his poetry responds actively to the anxiety of
social transformation. In contrast to the escapist impulse of the traditional pastoral, Thomas’s anti-pastoral
representation is more reality-oriented. It is a distinct strategy for repoliticizing the Welsh countryside, which conveys
his political aim of resisting industrialization and tourism. Continuing the realistic concern of the anti-pastoral
representation, the alternative utopian vision of “Abercuawg” is not only more subversive and constructive than the
former but also extends its concern for Wales to a concern for the entire modern world. As another space and a dynamic
process within modernity, “Abercuawg” constantly disrupts the industrial capitalist system and moves modern
civilization towards the ideal rural community. Analyzing the anxiety of social transformation in Thomas’s poetry and
his responses to it helps to tear off the labels of “a narrow nationalist” and “an escapist” imposed on him by some
critics.

Key Words: R. S. Thomas; rural community; anxiety of transformation; anti-pastoral; utopian vision
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