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Comparison between Marcuse' and Haber mas’ technocracy

LIU Guangbin
(School of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Both Marcuse and Habermas have studied technocracy, and in terms of the logical starting point of
technocracy, their analysis revolves around the connotation of instrumental rationality. Marcuse believes that rationality
is technical rationality, which constitutes the logical starting point of the technocracy, while Habermas points out that
the concept of reason contains instrumental rationality and communicative rationality, and that rationality is not the
logical starting point of the technocracy. In the ideological aspect of technocracy, with the social application of
technological rationality, Marcuse points out that technological rationality has become political rationality, while
Habermas believes that technology is neutral, unable to provide legitimacy for politics. In the democratic trend of
technocracy, Marcuse believes that technocracy is designed to preserve totalitarian society, which means that his pursuit
for democracy drives him to Marxist dimension of aesthetics. Habermas advocates the application of technology
demarcation, which indicates his turning to a communicative democratic politics. A comparative analysis of Marcuse
and Habermas in the above three aspects reveals that, as far as their technocracy is concerned, Marcuse is in favor of
technocracy, while Habermas is against it.
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